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Course Description 
 
Social Studies is “the subject that provides the ‘integrated study of social sciences and humanities to 
promote civic competence.’” Moreover, in order for individuals to “make sense of the world, students 
need to analyze people, places, events, and issues from multiple perspectives, across times, finding 
relationships with, and implications for their own everyday experiences.”1  It is, therefore, the purpose of 
the social studies department, to provide students opportunities for meaningful development and 
application of skills and dispositions to be used within and between academic disciplines. As such, 
students will acquire and hone skills needed for participation in democratic society, for developing 
interpersonal relationships, and providing the capability to succeed in their personal and professional 
endeavors upon the completion of their education within the Hoboken Public Schools. 

 
Course Resources 
 

1. TimeLinks 
2. Oral Histories 

              https://storycorps.org/  
https://www.hobokenmuseum.org/history/oral-history-project 

3.    Golden Rule Activities  
http://www.harryhiker.com/poster.gif 
http://philosophy.lander.edu/oriental/main.html 

        http://www.coreknowledge.org/mimik/mimik_uploads/lesson_plans/1093/k_americanfolkheroes.pdf 
 
Pacing Guide 
 

Unit One:  All About Me 8 Weeks 
Unit Two:  Families 8 Weeks 

Unit Three:  Working Together 8 Weeks 
Unit Four:  Me and My World  

8 Weeks 
Unit Five:  Me and My Country 8 Weeks  

 
 
Unit 1 – All About Me  
Unit 1 September-October 8 Weeks  
 
Unit 1 Overview  
Students will learn about themselves as students during this unit.  They will engage with one another 
through interactive play, discussion, and creative activities.  Students will begin to discover themselves as 
the “whole child.”   
																																																								
	



 
Essential Questions 

Ø How do my personal traits and habits contribute to my classroom community?  
Ø How can my actions make my classroom a better place? 
Ø How do rules represent us as a whole?  
Ø What is a family? How is my family similar and different from other families? 
Ø How can we solve problems in our classroom or family? 

 
Essential Learning Outcomes 

Ø Students will understand that each person is a special individual with unique qualities.  Our 
classroom is a community made up of many unique individuals, and we come together to 
help each other learn. 

Ø Students will be able to discover that classroom rules help us to stay safe and maintain order 
in our classroom so that we can learn and grow. 

Ø Students will be able to identify the unique characteristics of a family.   
 
Technology Infusion 

1. 8.1.2.C.1 Engage in a variety of developmentally appropriate learning activities with students 
in other classes, schools, or countries using various media formats such as online collaborative 
tools, and social media. 
2. 8.1.2.E.1 Use digital tools and online resources to explore a problem or issue. 
3. 8.2.2.B.1 Identify how technology impacts or improves life. 
 

Standards 
Ø RI.K.1 With prompting and support, ask and answer questions about key details in a text. 
Ø RI.K.2 With prompting and support, identify the main topic and retell key details of a text. 
Ø RI.K.3 With prompting and support, describe the connection between two individuals, 

events, ideas, or pieces of information in a text. 
Ø RI.K.4 With prompting and support, ask and answer questions about unknown words in a 

text. 
Ø RI.K.5 Identify the front cover, back cover, and title page of a book. 
Ø RI.K.6 Name the author and illustrator of a text and define the role of each in presenting the 

ideas or information in a text. 
Ø W.K.1 Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to compose opinion pieces in 

which they tell a reader the topic or the name of the book they are writing about and state an 
opinion or preference about the topic or book (e.g., My favorite book is...). 

Ø W.K.2 Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to compose 
informative/explanatory texts in which they name what they are writing about and supply 
some information about the topic. 

Ø W.K.3 Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to narrate a single event or 
several loosely linked events, tell about the events in the order in which they occurred, and 
provide a reaction to what happened. 

 
Differentiation 

Approaching Level 
o Students verbalize a similarity between their family and that of one or two peers (i.e. “I have 

a sister and Johnny has a sister”.). 
o Students verbalize a questions and/or the teacher provides a list of questions for students to 

pick from (Skype Activity) 
Above Level 



o Students identify and write a similarity and difference between their family and that of 
another peer (i.e. Jonny and I both have a sister.  Johnny has a dog and I do not.).   

(Skype Activity) Students write two-three questions to ask as well as use their answers to apply to a 
graphic organizer (i.e. Venn Diagram or T-Chart) 
 
Assessments 

Ø Class Participation  
Ø Completion of Activity Sheets 
Ø Learning Centers 
Ø Small Group Explorations  

 
21st Century Learning Connection 
 
"21st century skills" are the skills that today's students will need to be successful in this ever-changing 
world. The most recognizable of these skills are the 4C's: communication, collaboration, critical thinking 
and creativity. However, 21st century skills also include social and emotional intelligence, technological 
literacy and problem solving abilities. These skills emphasize "application of knowledge" and go beyond 
rote memorization. 
 
Unit 2 Families  
November-December 8 Weeks  
 
Unit 2 Overview  
Students will learn about their role in the family structure.  Through this unit, students will create a family 
tree chart as well as discuss the importance of family traditions and cultures holistically.   
 
Essential Questions 

Ø How is our classroom a diverse place?  
Ø How do families take care of each other?  
Ø How families’ needs and the way they fulfill those needs different in various times and 

places? 
Ø How are people’s homes, games, foods, and celebrations similar and different around the 

world? 
 
Essential Learning Outcomes 

Ø Students will discover how our classroom is a diverse place because it is made up of many 
unique individuals with different families. 

Ø Students will understand that families have basic needs like food, shelter and clothing. The 
way that families obtain their basic needs may be different long ago and far away. 

Ø Students will explore why we celebrate holidays to remember important events, people and 
ideas that are special to us.  

Ø Students will be able to discuss why each family has different traditions and ways of 
celebrating different holidays that are special to them. 

Ø Students will discover that although families may eat different foods, live in different homes, 
play different games, and celebrate different holidays, they all work together to obtain their 
basic needs and love and support one another. 

 
Technology Infusion 



1. 8.1.2.C.1 Engage in a variety of developmentally appropriate learning activities with students 
in other classes, schools, or countries using various media formats such as online collaborative 
tools, and social media. 
2. 8.1.2.E.1 Use digital tools and online resources to explore a problem or issue. 
3. 8.2.2.B.1 Identify how technology impacts or improves life. 
 

Standards 
Ø RI.K.1 With prompting and support, ask and answer questions about key details in a text. 
Ø RI.K.2 With prompting and support, identify the main topic and retell key details of a text. 
Ø RI.K.3 With prompting and support, describe the connection between two individuals, 

events, ideas, or pieces of information in a text. 
Ø RI.K.4 With prompting and support, ask and answer questions about unknown words in a 

text. 
Ø RI.K.5 Identify the front cover, back cover, and title page of a book. 
Ø RI.K.6 Name the author and illustrator of a text and define the role of each in presenting the 

ideas or information in a text. 
Ø W.K.1 Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to compose opinion pieces in 

which they tell a reader the topic or the name of the book they are writing about and state an 
opinion or preference about the topic or book (e.g., My favorite book is...). 

Ø W.K.2 Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to compose 
informative/explanatory texts in which they name what they are writing about and supply 
some information about the topic. 

Ø W.K.3 Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to narrate a single event or 
several loosely linked events, tell about the events in the order in which they occurred, and 
provide a reaction to what happened. 

 
Differentiation 

Approaching Level 
o Students illustrate a response (i.e. want/need or holiday) 
o Students sort needs/wants picture cards 

Above Level 
o Students write to respond (want/need or holiday similarities/differences) 
o Students identify and write a want that is also a need (i.e. You need food, but you want 

McDonald’s.) 
Assessments 

Ø Class participation 
Ø Discussions demonstrating knowledge of subject matter 
Ø Performance-Based Assessment 

 
21st Century Learning Connection 
 
"21st century skills" are the skills that today's students will need to be successful in this ever-changing 
world. The most recognizable of these skills are the 4C's: communication, collaboration, critical thinking 
and creativity. However, 21st century skills also include social and emotional intelligence, technological 
literacy and problem solving abilities. These skills emphasize "application of knowledge" and go beyond 
rote memorization. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Unit 3 – Working Together  
January-February 8 Weeks  
 
Unit 3 Overview  
Students will learn the importance of working together in teams.  They will learn through organized 
activities the attributes of being a good friend and how to have fun in a respectful manner.   
 
Essential Questions 
Ø How does working together shape relationships inside and outside of school?  
Ø How does being respectful impact working relationships?  
Ø How does being a good friend impact life long relationships?  
	
 
Essential Learning Outcomes 
Ø Students will be able to explore the different types of relationships and how they emerge.  
Ø Students will understand the importance of being respectful and how this attribute shapes working 

relationships.   
Ø Students will be able to decipher that being a good friend includes sharing, listening, helping, 

cooperating and having fun together. 
 

Technology Infusion 
1. 8.1.2.C.1 Engage in a variety of developmentally appropriate learning activities with students 
in other classes, schools, or countries using various media formats such as online collaborative 
tools, and social media. 
2. 8.1.2.E.1 Use digital tools and online resources to explore a problem or issue. 
3. 8.2.2.B.1 Identify how technology impacts or improves life. 
 

Standards 
Ø RI.K.1 With prompting and support, ask and answer questions about key details in a text. 
Ø RI.K.2 With prompting and support, identify the main topic and retell key details of a text. 
Ø RI.K.3 With prompting and support, describe the connection between two individuals, events, ideas, 

or pieces of information in a text. 
Ø RI.K.4 With prompting and support, ask and answer questions about unknown words in a text. 
Ø RI.K.5 Identify the front cover, back cover, and title page of a book. 
Ø RI.K.6 Name the author and illustrator of a text and define the role of each in presenting the ideas or 

information in a text. 
Ø W.K.1 Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to compose opinion pieces in which they 

tell a reader the topic or the name of the book they are writing about and state an opinion or 
preference about the topic or book (e.g., My favorite book is...). 

Ø W.K.2 Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to compose informative/explanatory 
texts in which they name what they are writing about and supply some information about the topic. 

Ø W.K.3 Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to narrate a single event or several 
loosely linked events, tell about the events in the order in which they occurred, and provide a reaction 
to what happened. 

 
Differentiation 

Approaching Level 
o After using picture cards to sort good/poor choice behaviors, the students write a simple 



sentence about a positive choice. 
o Matching good/poor choice memory game 
o Articulate (in complete sentences) text-to-self/world connections  

 
Above Level 

o Write a sentence to tell “why” it is important to make good choices. 
o Present text-to-self/world connections to the class (i.e. Why is it important for students in 

the classroom to treat one another with respect?  Why is it important for people in the 
world to get along?) 

 
Assessments 
Performance Based Assessments 
Class Participation  
Discussions  
 
21st Century Learning Connection 
 
"21st century skills" are the skills that today's students will need to be successful in this ever-changing 
world. The most recognizable of these skills are the 4C's: communication, collaboration, critical thinking 
and creativity. However, 21st century skills also include social and emotional intelligence, technological 
literacy and problem solving abilities. These skills emphasize "application of knowledge" and go beyond 
rote memorization. 
 
 
Unit 4 – Me and My World  
March-April 8 Weeks  
 
Unit 4 Overview  
Students will learn about themselves in the global sense.  They will learn about their community as well 
as the part they play in the structure of their daily lives.   
 
Essential Questions 
Ø How are maps and globes tools that we can use to find places as we travel?  
Ø How are countries different and how are they similar?  
Ø How are cultures of one country similar and different than another?  
 
Essential Learning Outcomes 
Ø Students will discover that gaps and globes are tools we can use to find places. 
Ø Students will understand that countries have similarities and differences 
Ø Students will be able to distinguish between cultures of one country versus another through research 

simulation 
Technology Infusion 
1. 8.1.2.C.1 Engage in a variety of developmentally appropriate learning activities with students in other 
classes, schools, or countries using various media formats such as online collaborative tools, and social 
media. 
2. 8.1.2.E.1 Use digital tools and online resources to explore a problem or issue. 
3. 8.2.2.B.1 Identify how technology impacts or improves life. 

 
 
Standards 



Ø RI.K.1 With prompting and support, ask and answer questions about key details in a text. 
Ø RI.K.2 With prompting and support, identify the main topic and retell key details of a text. 
Ø RI.K.3 With prompting and support, describe the connection between two individuals, events, ideas, 

or pieces of information in a text. 
Ø RI.K.4 With prompting and support, ask and answer questions about unknown words in a text. 
Ø RI.K.5 Identify the front cover, back cover, and title page of a book. 
Ø RI.K.6 Name the author and illustrator of a text and define the role of each in presenting the ideas or 

information in a text. 
Ø W.K.1 Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to compose opinion pieces in which they 

tell a reader the topic or the name of the book they are writing about and state an opinion or 
preference about the topic or book (e.g., My favorite book is...). 

Ø W.K.2 Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to compose informative/explanatory 
texts in which they name what they are writing about and supply some information about the topic. 

Ø W.K.3 Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to narrate a single event or several 
loosely linked events, tell about the events in the order in which they occurred, and provide a reaction 
to what happened. 

 
Differentiation 

Approaching Level 
o Illustrate and label a map of the classroom  
o Write a simple sentence about something they see on a map 

Above Level 
o Illustrate and label a map of a place (including a map key)  

Write about how maps serve different purposes 
 
Assessments 
Performance Based Assessments 
Class Participation  
Discussions  
 
21st Century Learning Connection 
"21st century skills" are the skills that today's students will need to be successful in this ever-changing 
world. The most recognizable of these skills are the 4C's: communication, collaboration, critical thinking 
and creativity. However, 21st century skills also include social and emotional intelligence, technological 
literacy and problem solving abilities. These skills emphasize "application of knowledge" and go beyond 
rote memorization. 
 
Unit 5 – Me and My Country 
Unit 5 Timeline 
 
Unit 5 Overview  
Students will learn about their role as citizens of the United States of America.   They will learn about 
attributes of the United States and how their family structure is an important component to strengthening 
their country.  Students will learn about simple laws and procedures and will align those their classroom 
environment.   
 
Essential Questions 
Ø How are American traditions exciting to young children?  
Ø How do holidays help us to remember and celebrate what is important to us? 
Ø What makes America unique? 



	
Essential Learning Outcomes 
Ø Students will be able to distinguish between many American traditions that are memorable for young 

children.   
Ø Students will understand the meaning and purpose of holidays and how they hold special significance. 
Ø Students will discover part of what makes America unique is our ideals of freedom and equality, as 

well as our cultural diversity. 
 

Technology Infusion 
1. 8.1.2.C.1 Engage in a variety of developmentally appropriate learning activities with students in other 
classes, schools, or countries using various media formats such as online collaborative tools, and social 
media. 
2. 8.1.2.E.1 Use digital tools and online resources to explore a problem or issue. 
3. 8.2.2.B.1 Identify how technology impacts or improves life. 

 
Standards 
Ø RI.K.1 With prompting and support, ask and answer questions about key details in a text. 
Ø RI.K.2 With prompting and support, identify the main topic and retell key details of a text. 
Ø RI.K.3 With prompting and support, describe the connection between two individuals, events, ideas, 

or pieces of information in a text. 
Ø RI.K.4 With prompting and support, ask and answer questions about unknown words in a text. 
Ø RI.K.5 Identify the front cover, back cover, and title page of a book. 
Ø RI.K.6 Name the author and illustrator of a text and define the role of each in presenting the ideas or 

information in a text. 
Ø W.K.1 Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to compose opinion pieces in which they 

tell a reader the topic or the name of the book they are writing about and state an opinion or 
preference about the topic or book (e.g., My favorite book is...). 

Ø W.K.2 Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to compose informative/explanatory 
texts in which they name what they are writing about and supply some information about the topic. 

Ø W.K.3 Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to narrate a single event or several 
loosely linked events, tell about the events in the order in which they occurred, and provide a reaction 
to what happened. 

 
Differentiation 

Approaching Level 
o Teacher provides posters/visuals of American places and symbols. 
o Illustrate and write about their favorite flag. 

Above Level 
o Teacher encourages students to extend their responses by writing more details 
o Write to compare/contrast two countries flags 

 
Assessments 
Ø Class participation 
Ø Discussions demonstrating knowledge of subject matter 
Ø Performance-Based Assessment 
 
 
 
21st Century Learning Connection 
 



"21st century skills" are the skills that today's students will need to be successful in this ever-changing 
world. The most recognizable of these skills are the 4C's: communication, collaboration, critical thinking 
and creativity. However, 21st century skills also include social and emotional intelligence, technological 
literacy and problem solving abilities. These skills emphasize "application of knowledge" and go beyond 
rote memorization. 
 
 
 
 


